PSeEnGLISH

P RS- Real English for Real Life

Small Talk

10 everyday conversations - Intermediate & Advanced

Fancy seeing you here!

You’re telling me!

Fingers crossed.
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Small talk with people
we know

Conversa tions 1-8



()1 Betore a Meeting Begins

(You’re waiting in a meeting room with a colleague.)

ADVANCED

INTERMEDIATE

o Hil How’s your day going so far?

Not bad, thanks. Very busy this
morning. You?

Same here. Let’s hope this meeting is
not too long.

| know. | have so many things to do!

Yeah!

PHRASE NOTES REXTE

Survived the morning? It’s been full-on, hasn't it?

FHIF. BAEDFEDYI-72? SHIEOE»<E»ICL
W1,

You're telling me! I've been on the go all morning.
How about you?

TN NS I LEE SR L, BIE?

Same here. Hope this meeting doesn’t drag on
like the last one.

Zo55EU, BIEIATEWCY S5 SRS MELE LN
F&E,

True. I've got a million and one things to be
getting on with.

Z5ER. PRI EWNUFEL T, SISHDFRL
TEED D,

Fingers crossed.

SELCWLC EWNL,

“It’s been full-on, hasn’t it?”

@ Informal.

This means “very intense or demanding.”

t# Another context: “That new course is full-on
this term, isn’t it?”
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“You're telling me!”

This means “I completely agree—it really has been
like that.”

It adds emphasis and shared frustration or humour.

It’s usually used about negative things.

¢» Another context: “It's freezing today.” —
“You're telling me!”



“I've been on the go”  © slightly informal.

This means “I've been busy and active without a
break.” It suggests constant movement or tasks.

¢» Another context: “I've been on the go since 6
a.m. with the kids.”

“~ doesn’t drag on”

“Doesn’t drag on” means “doesn’t last too long or
feel slow and boring.” It's often used for meetings,

films, or speeches.

€2 Another context: “| hope the ceremony
doesn’t drag on; | need to catch a train.”

“a million and one things”

@ Exaggerated tone for comic effect.

¢» Another context: “I've got a million and one
things to sort before the trip.”

“Fingers crossed”
This means “Let’s hope for a good result.” It's a

friendly way to express hope.

<» Another context: “Exam results come out
tomorrow—fingers crossed!”
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“to be getting on with”

This means “to have tasks you can continue doing

now.” It often implies you’re busy and shouldn’t waste

time.

€2 Another context: “If the call is delayed, I've
got emails to be getting on with.”



()2 After Returning from a Business Trip

INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED

o Hey, you're back! How was the trip? o Look who's back. How did you get on?
BT/ 2FEL VDT ?

° Good, thanks. Very busy, but useful. ° Productive, but | need a week to recover.
BRIFHFE, BEIC—ERENDD Z S,

° | can imagine. Did you have any free ° | bet. Did you manage to find time to do your own
time? thing?

£25h. BROKREERA EDMENTE?

° Yes. | found a nice restaurant near ° | did, luckily. | came across a great little
the hotel. restaurant just round the corner from the hotel.

Sh. BL <R, MTILDT EL TOVWERL DN
LANSVZEFRLEEFRDIT =L,

° That’s good. Listen, I'll update you on ° I’'m glad. Give me a shout if you need me to fill
everything here later. Is that OK? you in on what’s been happening here while you
were away.

B ofco BFRD I EZFHBHLTEULNSTcSEMNT
To BRrAERREHLET 51,

PHRASE NOTES XRIBEXTE

“How did you get on?” “I need a week to recover.”

This means “How did it go?” or “How was your @ Exaggeration for comic effect.
experience/result?” It's friendly and open-ended.
€2 Another context: “That moving day was brutal
<2 Another context: “You had your job interview —I need a week to recover.”
today—how did you get on?”

PS English - Small Talk 6



“I bet.”

This means “I believe you” or “| can imagine that’s
true,” often showing sympathy or agreement.

t# Another context: “The traffic was awful.” —
bet.”

“Did you manage to ~?”

This asks whether someone succeeded in doing
something, especially if it was difficult or there wasn’t
much time.

€2 Another context: “Did you manage to book
the trains before the prices went up?”

“I came across ...”
This means “l found/encountered something by

chance, not on purpose.”

¢» Another context: “l came across a great

podcast on language learning.”

“tofillyouinon...”

This means “to give you the missing information or
updates about something during your absence.”

<2 Another context: “When you’re back from
lunch, I'lL fill you in on the new schedule.”
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“Give me a shout.” & Informal

This means “Let me know” or “Contact me.”

<» Another context: “Give me a shout if you're
near the office and we’ll grab a coffee.”



()3 Planning or Discussing Weekend Plans

INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED

o Doing anything fun this weekend? o Any exciting plans lined up for the weekend?
BER. AHWFENHSA-TS?

° Thinking of going for a hike. ° Hoping to go hiking if the weather behaves.
KEDHE e ZANENAF T ICITEZ WA,

° Oh nice. Where are you going? ° Oh, that sounds far better than my plans!
Whereabouts are you going?

Sh. ADFELNDToEREZES | EDHINITTTL

D7?

o Not too far, just a long walk along the ° Don’t want to travel for miles—just a longish

river. walk along the river.

BEFULBLST IBBWES £ 2 ERDICHELLLS
W\,

o Well, | hope you have good weather. o | hope the rain keeps away for you.
A S AL & L,

PHRASE NOTES RREXTE
“lined up” “if the weather behaves”
Means “planned/arranged/scheduled.” It suggests @ Light and playful.

things are already set. Means “if the weather is decent and doesn’t cause

problems.” It's a playful way to say “if it doesn’t rain

<2 Another context: “We've got a couple of or get too windy.”

interviews lined up for Tuesday.”

¢» Another context: “We'll have a picnic in the
park if the weather behaves.”

PS English - Small Talk 8



“Whereabouts”

Means “roughly where?” or “in which area?” It asks

for location, not a full address.

¢» Another context: “Whereabouts in Tokyo are
you staying?”

“the rain keeps away”

Means “it doesn’t rain” or “the rain holds off.” Often

used with hopes/plans.

<2 Another context: “| hope the rain keeps away
for the parade this afternoon.”
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“IOI‘IgiSh” @ Informal.
Means “rather long” or “a bit long,” but not

extremely. It softens the word “long.”

¢» Another context: “It's a longish email—read it

when you have time.”



()4 Bumping into a Friend Unexpectedly

INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED

o Oh hey! Long time no see!

° Yeah! How's everything?

° Good, thanks. Just busy lately.

o Same. We should meet up properly.

° Yes, let’s do that.

PHRASE NOTES REXTE

Wow, fancy seeing you here!

S, ZITRS>EF!

I know, right? It's been ages. How have you been?

&, 9<KALRD, ES50LTR?

Oh, you know—same old, same old.

EFHh, BEDLST> TR,

| know the feeling. We need a proper catch-up
sooner rather than later!

bhdbhd, BEHICErAERRBELELED !

Absolutely.
B0,

“Fancy seeing you here!”

@ Often playful.

A friendly surprise: “I didn’t expect to see you here!”

¢» Another context: “Fancy seeing you here—do
you come to this gym too?”

“same old, same old”
Means “nothing new; everything’s the usual.” Casual

and slightly tired-sounding.

¢# Another context: “How’s work?” — “Same
old, same old.”

“I know the feeling”
Means “l understand because I've had the same

experience.” Shows empathy.

T2 Another context: “I'm shattered after that
shift.” — “Yeah, | know the feeling.”
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“sooner rather than later”

"

Means “preferably soon; without waiting too long.

¢# Another context: “We should book the trains
sooner rather than later before prices jump.”



()5 Congratulating Someone on a Small Win

INTERMEDIATE

o Hey, congrats on finishing the project!

Thanks! It took a lot of time.

You must be relieved.

Definitely. | can finally relax tonight.

Nice. You earned it.

PHRASE NOTES REXTE

Hey, congratulations on getting that project over
the line!

HOTAY I hZEPhilofcha, HTES !

Cheers! It was a bit of a slog.

BHODES | BHBIMREL > e Lo

That must be a weight off your shoulders.

BOENTHRETL &

Absolutely. | can finally switch off this evening.

Sho SRITTEEA7ICTE S,

Well deserved—enjoy it.

LARD EEZR. BUAT,

ADVANCED

“over the line”
Means “finished successfully” or “completed after

effort,” often for projects or deals.

¢» Another context: “The funding’s finally over
the line—now we can start.”

“a weight off your shoulders”
Means “a big relief after stress or responsibility is

gone.”

<2 Another context: “Handing in the thesis must
feel like a weight off your shoulders.”
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“a bit of aslog” « Informal.

Means “quite hard work and slow-going,” often tiring

or tedious.

<» Another context: “That last chapter was a bit

of a slog to read.”



()6 Checking In After Being Off Sick

INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED

o Hey, how are you feeling now?

° Better, thanks. Still a bit tired.

° Glad you’re back.
° Thanks. I'm working, but slowly

today.

° If you need help, just ask.

PHRASE NOTES REXTE

o Hey, how are you holding up now?
RA. KEKZS? SFLPNTS?

° On the mend, thanks—still a bit wiped out.

EEFLEL BHODES, KB L2 ENMARET
Ee

o Good to have you back fighting fit again.
TRICERL TN TELWL,

e Cheers. I'm easing myself back in today.
HOHES, SHIVPULIDES LT &K

° Give us a shout if you need anything.
AIHdh > Te SEDNT T

“How are you holding up?”
Means “How are you coping/managing?”—often used

when someone’s been ill, stressed, or busy.

¢» Another context: “It's been a tough week with
deadlines—how are you holding up?”

“On the mend”

Means “recovering and getting better,” usually after

illness or injury.

<» Another context: “| felt rough over the
weekend, but I’'m on the mend now.”

“a bit wiped out”  Informal

Means “very tired/exhausted.”

¢» Another context: “I’'m a bit wiped out after
that late flight.”
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“Good to have you back fighting fit
again.”
“Fighting fit” means “in full health and energy.” The

sentence warmly welcomes someone back to normal
strength.

€# Another context: “After a few physio sessions,
you're looking fighting fit again.”



“I’'m easing myself back in.”
Means “I'm returning gradually, not all at once,” often

after time off or illness.

¢» Another context: “First week back at the gym
—I'm easing myself back in with light
sessions.”

PS English - Small Talk



()77 Talking About Last Night's TV

INTERMEDIATE

PS English -

Did you watch anything good last
night?

Yeah, | watched that new drama.

Oh nice. Was it any good?

Pretty good. The first episode was
enjoyable.

What did you like most?

The acting was great, and the story
moved fast.

I might watch it tonight. Don't tell me
what happens!

Don’t worry, | won’t. You should
watch it.

Small Talk

ADVANCED

See anything decent on TV last night?
FER. TLETRS W RDH o1 ?

| did—tried that new drama everyone’s talking
about.

Holcko WEKEEDHF IV ZHA U THT

Nice—was it any good, or is it all hype?

WWh, EICEN -T2 ? ThebEBET (U1
7)) ?

Surprisingly good. I've only seen the first episode,
but it really had me hooked.

BAERD o Tco BIFERITT/I\N 57,

What was it that made it particularly good?
FRITRD 2 oA > N ({7 ?

The whole cast was excellent, and the story kept
moving; it never dragged.

FrANLEBNRL T, ENYLTICED AL,

I might give it a go tonight—no spoilers, yeah?

SERALTHE SN G, RINLIBULTEO & ?

My lips are sealed. You should definitely check it
out.

OIFBWEK, R THINE,



PHRASE NOTES =RIEXTE

“Is it all hype?”
Means “Is it only popular because people are talking

about it, not because it’s actually good?”

¢» Another context: “Everyone’s raving about
that new café—do you think it’s all hype?”

“~ had me hooked” & Informal

Means “it grabbed my interest strongly and | wanted

to keep going,” often for shows/books/games.

¢» Another context: “The first chapter had me
hooked—I read the whole novel in two days.”

“give ita gO” & Slightly informal.

Means “try it” in a friendly, low-pressure way.

<2 Another context: “I've never done yoga, but |

might give it a go this weekend.”
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“My lips are sealed.”
@ Often a little playful.

Means “l won't tell anyone; I'll keep the secret.” It's

friendly and reassuring.

¢» Another context: “Don’t mention the surprise
party to Sam.” — “Don’t worry, my lips are
sealed.”



()8 Talking About Lunch

INTERMEDIATE

That looks really nice. What is it?

It's a chicken curry wrap.

Smells great. Where did you buy it?

The café nearby.

It looks healthy.

Yeah, it’s not too heavy.

Enjoy!

PHRASE NOTES XRIBEXTE

ADVANCED

That looks so good—what have you got there?

TLEWLZES—ZNAF>TEHD?

It's a chicken curry wrap—bit of a treat.

FXUNAL—DZvT, BEo>EURTESE,

Smells amazing. Where did you get it?

HosrLWWEW, ECTFICANRED?

The café down the road.

C@ED@%@j}7IT£<¥o

Looks pretty healthy too, for something that
smells so good.

ZARBRICOWWEWERDIC, EBANILY—F ST,

Yeah—fills you up without being too heavy.
Sho MERKDDDICEL RWATL,

Anyway, I'll leave you in peace to enjoy it.

e, B><DHESE, BELBVLWTH <,

“What have you got there?”

Means “What is that you're holding/eating/working

on?” Friendly curiosity about an object.

<

PS English -

Another context: (In a meeting) “What have

you got there—is that a new phone?”

Small Talk

“down the road”
Means “nearby; a short distance away,” often on the

same street or in the local area.

€2 Another context: “There’s a great bakery

down the road from the station.”



“I'll leave you in peace.” & Polite.

Means “I'll go now so you can carry on undisturbed.”
A polite way to end a chat when someone’s busy.

¢» Another context: “You look snowed under—

Ill leave you in peace and catch you later.”

PS English - Small Talk



Small talk with people
we don’t know

Conversa tions 9-10



()9 AtaBusStop

INTERMEDIATE ADVANCED

o Hi. Is the bus coming, do you know? o Been waiting long?
RLFFTEIN?
o | think it’s running late. ° | think it’s got caught up in traffic.

HRICEZTAENT > IENWTT .

° Typical for a Monday. ° Sounds about right for a Monday.
RERSZABRBHATI LR,

o And it’s raining, which doesn’t help. ° And with this weather—it’s a great start to the
week!

FNICZDKRE, EaOBERFECE | (KKRA)

° | know. ° Tell me about it.

FhEZN,

o It’s usually OK, to be fair. ° Most days it’s pretty reliable, to be fair.
FH. LWTWERFEED BATT 1T ER,

o Ah, it's coming. Finally. o Ah, at last. Speak of the devil.
H. Pok, dSh. KKl (BzINIEF),

PHRASE NOTES XRIBEXTE

“got caught up” “with this weather—it’s a great start

»
Means “became busy or delayed by something to the week

unexpected,” so you couldn’t do what you planned. @ Sarcastic.

The rain and the delayed bus make Monday bad, so

€2 Another context: “Sorry I'm late—I got caught .
the speaker says the opposite for effect. Tone and

up in a call that ran over.”
P context signal the sarcasm.

€# Another context: (sarcastic) “With these
prices—what a bargain.”
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“Tell me about it.”

Strong agreement that something is difficult/annoying;

shows empathy without adding new detail.

¢# Another context: “The trains were chaos this
morning.” — “Tell me about it.”

“Speak of the devil” @ Lightand playful.
Said when the person or thing you were just talking

about appears.

<2 Another context: “Speak of the devill We were
just discussing your idea.”
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“at last”

Means “finally, after waiting.” Often said with relief.

t# Another context: “At last, the results are out.”

20



10

INTERMEDIATE

o Do you mind if | sit here?
o Sure.
° Are you enjoying the conference?
o Good—lots of useful talks.

o The keynote this morning was

interesting.

Agreed.

What area do you work in?

Marketing, mainly digital. How about

you?

PHRASE NOTES =RIEXTE

In the Conference Foyer (During Lunch)

ADVANCED

Mind if | grab this last seat?
REDE., FoTHVWWTIH?

Not at all—loads of room.

55k, RERBHDET Lo

How are you finding the conference so far?

WY T77LYAR, SZETOHNTETMN?

It's proving to be pretty useful. I'm glad | came.

Bo ML EIEBETT R, RTEDSLTT,

The keynote speaker this morning was thought-
provoking.

SHOERBE EXASES5NBZARTL,

Agreed—the Q&A was very good.
AR CTI—BERNEINFICEN > TI R,

What's your field, if you don’t mind me asking?

HEULELRZBINE. CERRREDREFTIN?

Marketing—mostly digital. What about yourself?
N—UTTAV7—FILTIFILTY, Hiafzlg?

“It’s proving to be ~”

Means “it is turning out to be ~,” especially after
some experience shows the result (often
slower/harder/better than expected). It suggests the
situation is ongoing and the evidence is building.

t# Another context: “The new software is
proving to be a real time-saver.”
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“if you don’t mind me asking?”
& Polite.

A softener added to a personal or sensitive question.
It shows respect and gives the other person an easy

way not to answer.

t# Another context: “How much were the tickets,
if you don’t mind me asking?”
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